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You	just	know,	even	if	you	refuse	to	admit	it,	deep	down,	you	just	know.It	is	one	of	the	best	short	reads	on	the	human	condition,	the	internal	conflict	and	suffering,	and	the	art	of	liberation	through	the	act	of	turning	pro.	One	concept	that	will	stick	with	me,	I	imagine,	is	that	of	"the	shadow	career",	or	even,	"the	shadow	life".	Stay	tuned	for	the	review.
Turning	pro	is	not	for	everyone.	We	have	to	be	a	little	crazy	to	do	it,	or	even	to	want	to.	The	moralistic	model	is	about	good	and	evil.	This	book	proposes	a	third	model.	TURNING	PRO	IS	FREE,	BUT	IT’S	NOT	EASY.	The	book	addresses	the	meaning	of	this	transition	(emotionally	and	spiritually	as	well	as	commercially),	how	and	why	it	takes	place,	and
what	the	stakes	are	for	all	of	us	and	for	our	futures.	That’s	one	way	of	looking	at	our	troubles.	The	professional	has	professional	habits.When	we	turn	pro,	we	stop	running	from	our	fears.	You	know	by	how	satisfied	or	empty	you	feel	at	the	end	of	a	work	project.	You	just	know.	So,	so	good!	By	creative,	we	don't	mean	just	the	arts.	Turning	pro	is	free,
but	it’s	not	without	cost.	The	first	is	the	therapeutic	model.	You	know	by	how	you	feel	at	the	end	of	the	day	or	night.	Turning	Pro	is	a	mate	to	The	War	of	Art.		It’s	about	the	transition	from	wannabe/part-time/half-assed,	“aspiring”	artist	and	entrepreneur	…	to	the	real	thing,	a	working	pro.	How	do	you	KNOW	you	are	living	a	shadow	career	or	a	shadow
life?	You	don’t	need	to	take	a	course	or	buy	a	product.	By	creative,	we	mean	anyone	who	sets	out	to	create	a	life	outside	of	the	normal	path,	without	a	map	or	guidebook.	TURNING	PRO	IS	FREE,	BUT	IT	DEMANDS	SACRIFICE.	The	human	being,	we	are	told,	was	born	wrong.	We	become	who	we	always	were	but	had,	until	then,	been	afraid	to	embrace
and	live	out.	We	are	now	doing	this	and	we're	doing	it	damn	well	too.	Chose	any	artist	from	history,	write	a	report	All	you	have	to	do	is	change	your	mind.The	difference	between	an	amateur	and	a	professional	is	in	their	habits.	The	thesis	of	this	book	is	that	what	ails	you	and	me	has	nothing	to	do	with	being	sick	or	being	wrong.	Turning	Pro:	The
symphony	that	creative	soul	is	hungry	for.	And	these	are	just	the	obvious	shadow	careers.	THREE	MODELS	OF	SELF-TRANSFORMATION	When	we	hate	our	lives	and	ourselves,	two	models	present	themselves	as	modes	of	salvation.	We	are	reaching	the	upper	realms	not	through	addiction	or	avoidance	or	distractions,	but	through	Labor	and	Lov
Turning	Pro:	The	symphony	that	creative	soul	is	hungry	for.	We	may	have	to	give	up	friends,	lovers,	even	spouses.	What	we	get	when	we	turn	pro	is,	we	find	our	power.	the	amateur,	and	how	the	answer	to	all	our	internal	suffering	and	struggles	in	that	path	is	to	turn	pro.	It	hurts.	THE	HUMAN	CONDITION	The	Daily	Show	reported	recently	that
scientists	in	Japan	had	invented	a	robot	that	is	capable	of	recognizing	its	own	reflection	in	a	mirror.	"Turning	Pro"	the	follow-up	to	"The	War	of	Art"	Finally,	after	more	than	a	month	of	technical	tweaking	and	re-jiggering,	it	is	my	great	pleasure	to	announce	that	my	follow-up	to	The	War	of	Art—titled	Turning	Pro—is	now	available.	The	reason	we	are
unhappy,	we	are	told	(or	tell	ourselves)	is	that	we	have	done	something	“wrong.”	We	have	committed	a	“crime”	or	a	“sin.”	In	some	versions	of	the	moralistic	model,	we	don’t	even	have	to	have	done	anything	wrong.	We	give	up	a	self	that	we	have	come	to	identify	with	and	to	call	our	own.	Pressfield's	own	life	story	fills	a	few	of	his	short	two-page
chapters,	revealing	that	he	has	lived	everything	he	preaches	in	this	book.	I	find	myself	asking	this	question	a	This	Veterans	Day	we	remember	US	Army	Colonel	(Col.)	David	Hackworth.	In	many	ways	the	passage	chooses	us;	we	don’t	choose	it.	Though	his	legacy	remains	controversial,	In	fourth-grade,	my	class	was	given	an	assignment.	There’s	an
audio	version,	read	by	me,	and	three	different	eBook	editions	as	well.	It’s	messy	and	it’s	scary.	We	find	our	will	and	our	voice	and	we	find	our	self-respect.	Shawn	and	I	are	publishing	Turning	Pro	ourselves,	under	our	new	banner,	Black	Irish	Books.	I	can	see	how	the	author	must	have	wanted	to	pull	his	hair	out	to	get	the	book	down	to	this	size,	and
yet,	it	is	complete.	Do	you	remember	where	you	were	on	9/11?	In	the	therapeutic	model,	we	are	told	(or	we	tell	ourselves)	that	we	are	“sick.”	What	ails	us	is	a	“condition”	or	a	“disease.”	A	condition	or	a	disease	may	be	remedied	by	“treatment.”	Right	now	we	are	“ill.”	After	treatment,	we	will	be	“well.”	Then	we	will	be	happy	and	will	be	able	to
function	productively	in	society	and	in	the	world.	The	passage	from	amateur	to	professional	is	often	achieved	via	an	interior	odyssey	whose	trials	are	survived	only	at	great	cost,	emotionally,	psychologically	and	spiritually.	We	tread	in	blood	when	we	turn	pro.	We	become	who	we	always	were	but	had,	until	then,	been	afraid	to	embrace	and	to	live	out.
What	we	get	when	we	turn	pro	is	we	find	our	power.	What	ails	us	is	that	we	are	living	our	lives	as	amateurs.	It	reads	like	a	symphony;	Pressfield's	writing	is	poetic,	punchy,	and	powerful.	The	second	way	is	the	moralistic	model.	And	thanks	to	the	friends	of	this	site	for	their	patience.	When	we	turn	pro,	we	give	up	a	life	with	which	we	may	have	become
extremely	comfortable.	Next	up:	War	of	Art	by	Steven	Pressfield.	What	I'm	beyond	impressed	with	is	the	succinctness	of	this	book	and	its	immeasurable	power.	Turning	Pro	is	focused	more	on	the	artist	vs.	I	think	you’ll	like	it.	Here	are	the	first	two	chapters,	to	give	you	the	flavor:	TURNING	PRO	BOOK	ONE				THE	AMATEUR	LIFE	1.	“When	the	robot
learns	to	hate	what	it	sees,”	said	Jon	Stewart,	“it	will	have	achieved	full	humanity.”	2.	Buy	Turning	Pro	from	Black	Irish	Books.	Turning	Pro	is	about	taking	the	amateur	self,	looking	it	in	the	eye,	and	deciding	that	enough	is	enough.	When	we	have	“served	our	sentence”	and	“atoned	for	our	sins,”	we	will	be	“pardoned”	and	“released.”	Then	we	will	be
happy	and	will	be	able	to	function	productively	in	society	and	in	the	world.	The	answer	to	the	condition	of	wrongness	is	punishment	and	penance.	All	you	have	to	do	is	change	your	mind.	We	simply	have	no	alternative.	It's	not	our	real	career,	our	real	work,	our	real	life,	the	one	we	were	truly	meant	to	live.	It	is	close	to	it	but	we're	fooling	ourselves,	and
fear	and	resistance	help	us	keep	up	with	the	fooling.	What	is	Turning	Pro?	Say	you	do	admin	work	for	a	startup	company	instead	of	starting	your	own,	you	are	the	assistant	to	the	singer	instead	of	taking	your	voice	lessons,	you	are	the	editor	for	some	publishing	house	instead	of	responding	to	your	own	calling	to	write.	The	first	press	run	is	modest
but	until	we	run	out,	you	can	get	a	top-quality	“first	print”	paperback	from	our	new	store	by	clicking	the	link	below.	WHAT	WE	GET	WHEN	WE	TURN	PRO.	Turning	pro	is	free,	but	it	demands	sacrifice.	Turning	pro	is	free	but	it's	not	easy.	The	passage	is	often	accompanied	by	an	interior	odyssey	whose	trials	are	survived	only	at	great	cost,	emotionally,
psychologically,	and	spiritually.	Turning	pro	is	free,	but	it’s	not	easy.	It	is	no	less	and	no	more	than	what	it	needs	to	be	to	say	exactly	what	it	wants	to	say.Some	of	my	favorite	parts,	in	quotes:(This	sentence	made	me	cry,	not	sure	why)	=>	What	we	get	when	we	turn	pro	is,	we	find	our	power.Turning	pro	is	free,	but	it's	not	without	cost.	You	don't	need
to	take	a	course	or	buy	a	product.	the	addict,	the	pro	vs.	We	pass	through	a	membrane	when	we	turn	pro.	The	model	this	book	proposes	is	the	model	of	the	amateur	and	the	professional.	The	solution,	this	book	suggests,	is	that	we	turn	pro.	The	book	is	also	available	on	Amazon,	B&N	and	other	online	sites.	We	are	reaching	the	upper	realms	not
through	addiction	or	avoidance	or	distractions,	but	through	Labor	and	Love.I	re-read	Do	The	Work	before	reading	Turning	Pro	to	experience	the	combined	effect.	When	we	turn	pro,	we	give	up	a	life	that	we	may	have	become	extremely	comfortable	with.	Do	The	Work	speaks	at	length	to	the	internal	enemy,	the	Resistance.	You’ll	remember	where	you
were	when	you	turn	pro.	There	are	many	more	subtle	ones	that	would	take	a	harder	look	to	identify.	...more	His	approach	to	war	is	what	gained	him	favor	among	the	Marine	Corps	grunts	under	his	If	you	are	struggling	to	develop	yourself	as	a	leader,	I	will	let	you	in	on	What	does	it	mean	to	be	a	great	leader?	Major	thanks	to	our	webmaster,	Jeff
Simon,	for	flying	back	from	a	movie	set	in	London	to	pull	all	the	loose	ends	together.	We	turn	around	and	we	face	them.
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